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Abstract

There are two primary objectives related to our research problem. The first consists of
describing the accounting practices of Libyan SMEs based on certain characteristics related to
accounting information systems. The second seeks to identify the determinants of accounting
information systems by analyzing the structural or behavioral contingency factors that are
likely to affect these systems.

To achieve these objectives, a survey was conducted using a questionnaire among a sample
of 45 independent Libyan small and medium companies with between 6 and 150 employees.
The results show that structural contingency factors in general, in particular the size of SMEs
and the degree of computerization of management, have an impact on the use of accounting
information system. This is not the case for behavioral contingency factors, especially those
related to the manager.

Keywords: small and medium enterprises, accounting information system, behavioral
emergency, structural emergency.
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